Paenga-wkﬁwhﬁ April Panui 2023

Kia ora e te whanau,

Paenga-whawha, April has been a busy month of new
arrivals! Congratulations to the Bailey and Carter families
on the safe arival of the two new pépi into our WCK
whanau!! Haere mai, welcome to the world; Flynn’s little
sister Penny Bailey Q@ and to Jack’s little brother Quinn
Carter Q@ April was also a busy month for fundraising
events, with the Easter break and school holidays &) Nga
mihi nui to our awesome fundraising committee and to all of
you for your continued support and generosity. Our
community-based ece centre is the amazing place that it is
because of you @

In April, we have also enjoyed making the most of the school
holidays to play over at Whenuakite School, reflected on
ANZAC day with nga tamariki, and held our annual Chicken
Dance Fundraiser in the centre. This was again another fun
event and huge success for the centre! Arohanui from us all
at Whenuakite Country Kids x

Centre Celebrations:

Ra whanau ki a koe, Happy Birthday to the following
tamariki who celebrated birthdays in Paenga-whawhg,
April; Happy 4" Birthday to Tui Clow, Happy 5" Birthdays
to Brodie Hopkins and Tanner Brockett. And Happy
Birthday to our lovely Kaiako Crystal! We hope you all had

lovely birthdays celebrating with friends and whanau @

Nau mai haere mai, welcome to Charlotte McKeever and Thea
Gillespie in the T01 ruma, and to Tui Clow in the Kererd ruma.
@ itisloveyto have you all here with us and we look forward
to walking alongside you throughout your learning journey
here at Whenuakite Country Kids @

In April, we also said haere ra to our friends; Nova

Thompson and Betty Hodge, who have left the area @ And
to Noah Probett and Brodie Hopkins who have both started

at Whenuakite School this term @ We miss you all! x

Important reminders:

Missing gumboots!

We have a size g pair of red-band gumboots missing.
Please check if you have an extra pair at home, nga

mihi @

Kia Manawaroa:

Kia Manawaroa is the Ministry of Education’s panui
for whanau Maori. Read the Poutu-te-rangi, April

issue of Kia Manawaroa here:

Kia-Manawaroa-28-april-2023

Upcoming Dates:

Bike Day- Raty, Tuesday 9™ May

Welcome morning tea for Anne and
Jane- Raapa, Wednesday the 10" May,
Shared morning kai, 20am all welcome

©

Westpac Rescue Helicopter
fundraiser Superhero dress up day,
Rats, Tuesday 16" May

Pink Ribbon Morning Tea- Rapare,
Thursday 25" May 20am

Centre Working Bee &) Ramere,
Friday 26" May 3pm

Holiday Closure 2023 Dates:

King’s Birthday: Rahina, Monday 5™
June.

Centre Winter Closure: First week of
School holidays: Monday 3™ -Friday
70 July.

Matariki: Ramere, Friday 14™ July


https://mailchi.mp/education/kia-manawaroa-28-april-2023?e=8da2e2516b




Supporting Transitions to - Kura, School

We enjoyed headding across the
road to Whenuakite School during
the April School Holidays. We
loved exploring the playground,
running on the fields and playing
some sport together @) This
helps nga tamariki become
familiar with the primary school
environment andprovided an
opportunity to test our physical
abilities in a larger, more
challenging environment.







Ministry of Education (MoE) Funding- Pay Parity Review
Consultation

At WCK, we are always advocating for our teachers to receive the financial recognition
they deserve for their qualifications and teaching experience. We are elated that the
centre managed to opt into the initial MoE 'Pay Parity’ funding rates in Jan 2022, and the
‘Extended Pay Parity’ rates from Jan 2023 for our qualified teachers. While these are steps
in the right direction, unfortunately even these MoE rates are still lower than the current
rates provided to our colleagues in kindergarten.

The MoE is now undertaking consultation on their proposed review of the ECE pay parity
funding model. The WCK finance committee have been attending online hui to keep up
to date on any proposed changes to our funding. Consultation runs from now until the
23 of May. You can find information on this here:

Education and care funding review-pay parity - Ministry of Education

Summary-for-early-childhood-services-pay-parity-review-consultation.docx

What we have learnt so far is that the current and proposed MoE funding is clear: they do
not fund everything, and it is their expectation that centre’s will source up to 20% of their
operating expenses through charging fees and other sources of income. For our not-for-
profit centre, it is important to us that parent fees remain as low as possible so that ece is
affoardable for whanau. We work hard to keep to a tight budget each year so that any
funds available can go back into operating a high-quality centre for nga tamariki. This is
supported through fundraising and applying for grants and funding to ensure that the
centre can continue to be a beautiful place for nga tamariki, whanau and staff to come to
each day. We cannot thank our amazing fundraising committee and all of you enough, for
the many voluntary hours of service and generosity that you give to our centre @ Nga
mihi!

We look forward to the outcomes from the MoE funding review consultation and will keep
you informed of any changes.

Ministry Funding and Staff Costs
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https://consultation.education.govt.nz/te-puna-kaupapahere-policy/early-learning-pay-parity-review/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fconversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2FSummary-for-early-childhood-services-pay-parity-review-consultation.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

POLICIES CURRENTLY UNDER REVIEW:
HS17 EXCURSIONS, HS31 CHILD PROTECTION PoLICY

We value your contribution, so please share your ideas and suggestions
for our policies under review. These can be located in the ‘Policies Under
Review’ folder in the whanau bookshelf at the office.

Community Contribution :)

Check out all of the awesome koha which our community have given to WCK this
month @ We really appreciate the generous support which our community-based
centre receives. You are AMAZING! Thank you! @)

Nga mihi nui mo te tautoko me te aroha,
a BIG thank you for all your support and love x.



¥

The 2023 WCK
Chicken Dance fundraiser

Nga mihi nui, A MASSIVE Thank You to everyone who supported our
centre’s annual Chicken Dance fundraising event this year Q4% Q It was a
huge success, raising $5,665.00!!! A very special thank you to our AMAZING
WCK fundraising committee, Sophie, Anna, Sam, Vanessa and Fran who
have worked tirelessly to make the Chicken Dance happen. Nga mihi to Anna
for being an awesome chicken wrangler, Vanessa and Fran for officiating,
Nicky and David for supplying fencing and to our neighbour Rochelle for very
kindly letting us borrow her hens for the morning (they were stars and were

very well cared for!) &

Nga mihi, a BIG THANK YOU to this years amazing Chicken Dance
Sponsors: Hahei Richardsons Real Estate, Good Whites Teeth Whitening,
Coromandel Ocean Adventures, LUSH photography, Countdown Whitianga,
Harry and Her and Hay Honey.

Congratulations to all our prize winners!!! And a big thank you to our amazing
fundraising team here at Whenuakite Country Kids. We really appreciate
everyone's support for our community based ECE centre.




Nawu mai Haere mai, Welcome/

Tul

Charlofte

Hacere ra e hioa, Fareweldl friends

Betty NOdl’\ BYOO{ie



The rates for childcare assistance have increased since
1st of April 2023. You may be eligible, please check
here: childcare-assistance-tables/childcare-subsidy

or ask Katherine at the office for more info @)



https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/deskfile/extra-help-information/childcare-assistance-tables/childcare-subsidy-current.html







	Policies Currently Under Review:
	HS17 Excursions, HS31 Child Protection Policy

