
 

 

Kohi-tātea January and  

Hui-tanguru February 2022 

Kia ora e te whānau,  

What a busy start to 2022 it has been! We held our first Teacher 
Only Day on the 10th of January and welcomed all tamariki back 
from the 11th of January :) We have welcomed Hanna into our 
teaching team in the Kererū ruma, shifted into phase 1, 2 and now 
3 of the COVID-19 Protection framework and managed to have 
lots of fun playing and learning together each day. Ngā tamariki 
continue to amaze and inspire us with their ability to adapt to 
change and make the most of their play each day. They are amaz-
ing! And they are the reason that we are all here :) 

Centre Celebrations: 

Rā whānau kia koe, Happy Birthday to the following tamariki 
who celebrated their birthdays in Kohi-tātea, January: A BIG 
Happy 5th Birthday to Addison Clarke, Happy 4th Birthday to 
Jake McLaren, Charlotte Meechan and Billie Goodwin, Happy 
3rd Birthday to Ivy-Mae Bowen, Happy 2nd Birthday to Oliver 
Meechan and Soli Macaw. Also very happy birthday wishes to 
our superstar administrator Katherine :) 
Rā whānau kia koe, Happy Birthday to the fol-
lowing tamariki who celebrated their birthdays 
in Hui-tanguru, February: A Happy 4th Birth-
day to Noah Probett, Happy 3rd Birthday to Ez-
ra Shortland and Kai Cooper and Happy 2nd 
Birthday to Leo Goodwin. We hope you all had fun celebrating 
your Birthdays with whānau and friends x 
 
The start of 2022 also meant that we had to say Haere rā, fare-
well to our friends Addison Clarke, Fleur Eggmann, Sienna 
Philp, Brock Norriss and Jack Drewitt-Fisher. We will miss you 
all, and wish you all the best on your next journey of learning at 
school x 
 
Nau mai haere mai, A warm welcome to our new friends and 
their whānau; Thea’s brother Jasper Pavitt, Ashley’s sister Rosie 
Grogan, Sienna’s sister Sadie Philp and Keanu Johson join us in 
the Tūī ruma. Sophie Jack’s sister Marie, Aart Laird, and Daisy 
Land are joining us in the Kererū ruma. We are loving getting to 
know you all and we look forward to walking alongside you 
throughout your learning journey here. Welcome to the When-
uakite Country Kids Whānau! x 
 
 
 

Important reminders: 

Phase 3 Covid-19 Protection Framework: 

We are currently operating under phase 3, RED 

setting of the CPF. Please see the posters in the 

foyer and ask us if you have any questions :) 

Please also remember to sign children in and out 

each day. This is a MoE requirement which we 

also use for our centre’s contact tracing purpos-

es. We will keep you updated regarding any 

change in settings for our area and what this 

means for WCK. Thank you for your patience 

and kindness throughout :) 

————–——————— 

We are at the very end of a long, hot Rau-
mati, Summer! 

We encourage ngā tamariki when playing outside 

during terms 1 and 4 to wear a pōtae, hat and sun-

block. Please apply sunblock for your child before you 

arrive in the morning and we will reapply throughout 

the day. We are happy for you to provide your own 

sunblock for your child. This needs to be named and 

handed to Kaiako, so they can be kept safely out of 

reach please : ) 

WCK is currently in need of shorts to replenish our 

spare clothing supply. If you have any shorts to do-

nate to the centre we would appreciate your sup-

port : ) 

————–——————— 

Toys from home: Please encourage your child to 

either leave their personal toys at home or in the car. 

We have plenty of amazing resources to play with. If 

you require any further support with this, please ask 

us, we are here to help :) 

————–——————— 

Upcoming Holiday Closure Dates: 

The Easter holidays are during the first week of 
school holidays this year. The centre will be 

closed Good Friday, the 15th April and Easter 
Monday the 18th April. 

Anzac Day, Monday 25th April.  



 

 

The start of 2022 has seen many changes to the way that we manage the COVID-19 outbreak in Aotearoa. 

These changes have come swiftly and have meant that WCK has had to adapt quickly to changes in 

requirements for ECE settings. At all times we are guided by the latest health advice from the MoH and 

MoE.Early learning services are open in the Red setting of the CPF. We have very good mitigations and plans 

in place to keep everyone as safe as possible, should we have to respond to a case associated with the centre. 

Thank you everyone for replying to our email and conversations held over the past week regarding your need 

for childcare, should the centre also face staffing challenges due to the COVID-19 outbreak. We will keep you 

informed regarding any future changes if required.  

We are now in Phase 3 of the Omicron response. In Phase 3: it is only confirmed cases and their 

household contacts who need to self-isolate. Everyone else, including those who may have had close 

contact with the case but are not in the household, can continue to come to the centre and must continue to 

monitor really closely for any symptoms of COVID-19. Please inform us ASAP if your child becomes sick 

with COVID-19 or if anyone in your family is confirmed as having COVID-19. In Phase 3 you will be asked 

to notify any close contacts yourself. Please see the posters attached for clarity regarding contacts and isolation 

requirements in Phase 3.  

• If your child is sick with COVID-19 or displaying any of the symptoms, they must stay home and get tested.  

• If you or your child is a household contact of someone who has COVID-19, you need to self-isolate for 10 

days and get a test on day 3 and Day 10. 

• Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT) will be available to household contacts and symptomatic patients from the 

Whitianga Sports Park on Moewai Road (1.15pm-3.15pm daily), and the Tairua Community Hall (10am-

11am daily). 

We want to thank you all for your continued patience and kindness as we move through this latest phase in the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Our community is strong, and we will get through this together by being flexible and 

looking after each other. If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know. Ngā manaakitanga x 



 

 

We have loved reconnecting with tamariki and whānau since the start of the year. It has been lovely hearing ngā 

tamariki share stories of their holiday adventures with friends and family, and arrive back in the centre feeling 

refreshed and ready to learn! We also noticed that our environment had grown during the holiday 

break, and we have been SO inspired by our large sunflower plants, giant pumpkins and beautiful 

putiputi, flowers in our māra, garden.  These hot months have provided many bug and insect 

hunting opportunities as we explore our outdoor environments and look closely at nature.  

There has been plenty of waterplay each day during these hot summer 

months. Including many waterslides , sprinkler fun and potion making . 

Tama nui te rā has certainly been beaming down on us! And ngā tamariki 

have been very cleverly finding places to play in the shade when it is 

hot. We are so greatful for the two shade trees we have in the Tūī ruma.  

One of the challenges that COVID-19 has presented for our centre, has been limiting the ammount of people visiting in the 

centre. We have noticed just how important is is to our community based centre to have people from our community coming 

in to share their knowledge and skills with us. It is so inspiring for tamariki. We particularly enjoyed having Molly’s Nana, 

Marie come in to support us by tuning the new ukulele’s donated to the centre from the NZ Ukulele trust. Maria also gave us 

an impromtu concert at mat time, where we listened, sang and danced together as she introduced us all to these amazing 

new instruments for our centre. Ngā mihi Maria! We are so greatful! Everyone is really looking forward to learning how to 

play the ukkulele, and we are all looking forward to the day when we can welcome our wider community members in to be a 

part of our centre’s curriculum x 



 

 

Here at WCK, we use Storypark ito share your child’s learning journey with you online and as a 
communication tool between the centre and parents and whānau. Storypark is an easy-to-use 
private online service that helps teachers, parents and families work together to record, share 
and extend children’s learning.  
 
You can capture a child's development by posting photos, videos, stories, moments, notes and 
responses. Creating a Storypark account is quick, easy and free for parents and families. 
 
Storypark is 'child-centric' which means any account must be connected to a child's profile. If a 

child attends an early learning service that uses Storypark, a teacher can create a Storypark 

child profile and invite the child's parent to it. Parents can then invite family members to be part 

of their childs profile too :) You choose the people who are invited to your child’s Storypark 

profile, eg. teachers, grandparents, speech language therapists, separated parents or close 

friends. Sharing stories, observations and encouragement helps the people you select to work 

more closely together and be more responsive to your child’s current interests. It is a great tool 

to support connections for the chid across our centre, home and wider family. You could discuss 

your child’s individual development with teachers in your child’s private notes area, start a 

conversation with a teacher or create a story that’s shared with your child’s learning community. 

Please talk to any of us if you would like to know more about Storypark. For example, did you 

know that you get to keep your storypark account when your child leaves the centre, so you can 

revisit all of your WCK memories online in the future?!  

https://intercom.help/storypark/general/planning-notes/what-are-planning-notes
https://intercom.help/storypark/general/conversations/what-are-conversations
https://intercom.help/storypark/general/conversations/what-are-conversations
https://intercom.help/storypark/general/stories/create-a-story


 

 

The Māori concept of mahi tahi describes working together as 

one. To achieve this we must work in a spirit of collaboration, 

learning concepts of sharing, being kind to others, waiting for a 

turn, working with and including others in our play :) 

Kaiako use a range of intentional teaching strategies alongside 

tamariki each day to support their developing social and 

emotional competence.Through interactions in their play, 

tamariki have the opportunity to be a freind, have a 

dissagreement with someone, problem solve, establish rules 

and boundaries and learn how to regulate their emotions. All of 

these experiences support ngā tamariki to develop a sense of 

empathy and compassion for others. When we learn to 

communicate and negotiate, we learn how to get along 

together in our society. It also makes for lots of FUN! As when 

we do work together, we build friendships and create a 

beautiful community :)  

Team work makes the dream work! 



 

 

POLICIES UNDER REVIEW: 
Below is a list of current policies under review at the centre. These 
can also be found on storypark and in the ‘Policies under review’ 
folder in the whānau bookshelf at reception. We value your con-
tribution. Please take the time to read through these policies and 
share any ideas and suggestions with us.  

*GMA5 Philosophy Statement *C5 Bicultural Policy *C6 Culture 

*A10 Code of Conduct for Adults *C1 Curriculum 

 

Ehara taku toa I te toa takitahi Engari, he toa takitini 

My successes are not mine alone, they are ours, 

the greatest successes we will have are from working together.  

 

 

He rau ringa e oti ai,  

Many hands make light work  

We continue to recieve offers of support and many generous gifts from our 
loving parents and whānau. Whether is it you donating your time or gifting 
resources to the centre, we really appreciate the kindness and support 
which we receive. Ngā mihi nui koutou! Thank you everyone! The kindness of 
people is incredibly humbling, and we are so greatful to our extended WCK 
whānau who give so much to our community based centre.   

 



 

 

 

WCK Centre Strategic Plan and Philosophy Review 

Our 2022 centre’s Strategic Plan is under development! The WCK strategic planning committee 

has met and is working through the development of a draft strategic plan. We hope to have the 

draft ready to share with everyone in March and April this year. The centre’s strategic plan sets 

the direction for the centre over the next three years. The key documents which inform our stra-

tegic plan are:  

• Our centre Philosophy 

• Te Whāriki (our ECE curriculum)  

• The 5 domains of Te Ara Poutama (ERO indicators of quality ece) 

• The NELP’s (National Educational Learning Priorities) 

• ERO recommendations from our centre’s recent evaluation 

 

With the learning outcomes for tamariki at the centre of every decision that is made. We will 

work in partnership with all of our stakeholders; tamariki, whānau, staff and the wider communi-

ty to decide what matters here most. Look out for consultation in the next few months, as with 

all reviews, we value your input :) 



 

 

Haere rā e hoa, Farewell our freinds! 

Nau mai haere mai, Welcome!  



 

 

Our annual WCK Chicken Dance fundraiser is under way! Please see 
attached poster for details. We are looking forward to the main event 
on the 11th of March! With the current COVID-19 restrictions, we may 
have to adjust the way that the Chicken Dance Fundraiser event is 
held. We will be in touch with you closer to the date to confirm :) 

We have been handing out everyone’s family cards over the past few 
weeks. Ngā mihi nui to the families who have already brought their 
completed cards back, and to everyone who has asked for more 
cards to sell!!! YOU ARE AMAZING! Your fundraising efforts go 
directly to supporting the best quality ece experience for ngā tamariki.  

Please remember to 
bring your cards in asap, 
whether they have sold 
or not. We really 
appreciate everyone’s 
support x There are 
some amazing prizes up 
for grabs, so don’t miss 
out! 

Ngā mihi, Thank you 

very much to our very 

kind and generous 

sponsors: 

 

Mercury Ridge 

https://www.mercuryridge.co.nz/ 

The Church Accomodation 

https://thechurchhahei.co.nz/# 

Cathedral Cove Jet 

https://

www.cathedralcovejet.co.nz 

My Food Bag 

https://www.myfoodbag.co.nz/ 

WCK Fundraising  

https://www.mercuryridge.co.nz/
https://thechurchhahei.co.nz/#
https://www.cathedralcovejet.co.nz/
https://www.cathedralcovejet.co.nz/
https://www.myfoodbag.co.nz/

