
 

 

Poutū-te-rangi, March 2022 
Kia ora e te whānau,  

We have launched into the beginning of Ngahuru, Autumnm 
with enthusiasm and glorious weather! This month we have 
also experienced our first covid-19 cases associated with the 
centre. With a number of tamariki and whānau isolating at 
home, we have had low numbers of children attending the cen-
tre this month. We are sending much aroha to everyone who is 
currently unwell or recovering from covid-19, and want to say 
ngā mihi, thank you to everyone for playing your part, keeping 
children home if they are unwell, testing if anyone is displaying 
symptoms and keeping in regular communication with us as we 
all ride the wave of this covid-19 outbreak together x We know 
that it is a challenging time for everyone at the moment, and 
we appreciate your kindness and support :) 

We also faced some challenges this month with a storm pass-
ing through, TWO power cuts in the centre and an empty water 
tank! With each event, we were amazed by the resilience and 
ability of our tamariki, whānau and staff  to make the most of 
each situation with a  positive mindset and a can-do attitude! 
We came together, focused on what we could achieve when 
faced with adversity and adapted our practices to suit the envi-
ronment we were in. Tino pai everyone! Since the storm passed, 
we have had more settled weather and we now have a lovely 
FULL water tank! : ) 

Centre Celebrations: 

Rā whānau kia koe, Happy Birthday to the fol-
lowing tamariki who celebrated their birth-
days in Poutū-te-rangi, March: A BIG Happy 
5th Birthday to Ava Ball, Happy 3rd Birthday 
to Tulsi Stephens and a very Happy 1st Birth-
day to Jasper Pavitt! We hope you all had fun celebrating 
your Birthdays with whānau and friends x 
 
In March, we welcomed our new Kaiako Laura McInnes to the 
centre :) And we said Haere rā, farewell to our friend Ava Ball 
who is beginning her transition to Tairua School x  
 
Nau mai haere mai, A very warm welcome to our new friends 
and their whānau; Arlo’s sister Delilah is joining us in the Tūī 
ruma, and our friend Taj Yates is re-joining us in the Kererū 
ruma.  It is lovey to have you both here and we look forward 
to walking alongside you throughout your learning journey. 
Welcome to the Whenuakite Country Kids Whānau! x 
 
 

Important reminders: 

Covid-19 update: 

 Although there are changes to the requirements  for 

scanning in and for the vaccination mandate in educa-

tion (coming into force from  11.59pm April 4th), the 

centre continues to operate under phase 3, RED set-

ting of the CPF. Please keep up to date as any changes 

occur via email and Storypark communications with 

whānau. Please ask us if you have any questions :)  

Parents and whānau are still required to wear a face 

mask when entering the centre and please also re-

member to sign children in and out each day. This is a 

MoE requirement which we also use for our centre’s 

contact tracing purposes. We will keep you updated 

regarding any change in settings for our area and what 

this means for WCK. Thank you for your patience and 

kindness throughout :) 

————–——————— 

It is officially Ngahuru, Autumn!  

Please make sure your child has enough spare clothing 

in their bag each day. It can be  a few degrees cooler in 

the mornings at Whenuakite, and then get quite hot by 

the afternoon :) 

————–——————— 

Toys from home:  

Please encourage your child to either leave their per-

sonal toys at home or in the car. This is particularly 

important during the covid-19 outbreak. We have plen-

ty of amazing resources to play with. If you require any 

further support with this, please ask us, we are here to 

help :) 

————–——————— 

Upcoming Holiday Closure Dates: 

The Easter holidays are during the first week of 
the school holidays this year. We are open during 

these school holidays :) 

The centre will be closed : 

Good Friday, the 15th April and  

Easter Monday the 18th April. 

Anzac Day, Monday 25th April.  

————–——————— 



 

 

We are in the midst of experiencing the covid-19 outbreak in our centre at the moment. We have been 

sending out regular communications to keep you all updated each time there is a positive case 

associated with the centre. We realise there has been a lot of communications via email and Storypark 

lately, these are to support our whānau to make informed decisions about the attendance of tamariki in 

the centre during this time.  

Katherine has been doing AMAZING mahi in the office, making sure that all MoE, EC12 forms are 

completed whenever a child is absent due to covid-19. Please see Katherine or Jazz in the office to fill 

these in when you return to the centre following your isolation or absence.  

From 11.59pm on Monday the 4th April, all workers in Early learning Services will no longer be 

required to be vaccinated to work with children or to work on site where children and young people are 

present. We are currently reviewing our centre’s risk assessments and covid-19 health and safety 

policies to align with these changes. We will be in communication with you all once these are 

finalised :)   

WCK remains open under the RED setting of the CPF at this stage. Please remember that parents are 

still required to wear face masks when inside the centre, and that we always require parents and 

whānau to sign children in and out each day. Please continue to monitor your child(ren) closely for any 

developing covid-19 symptoms. Please stay at home and test anyone who is a household contact or 

becomes symptomatic. Please also remember to let us know if you or your child tests positive for covid

-19. See the poster below for details about self-isolation timeframes and if you ever have any 

questions or concerns, please just ask us.  

Ngā manaakitanga x 

 



 

 

We experienced a storm and two power cuts in March! It was very exciting, and we made the most of it!! We have 
also had lower than usual numbers of tamariki attending lately, which has enabled more time for one-on-one and 
small group experiences in the centre :)  We have loved learning all about our Moana during Seaweek by investigat-
ing information about the ocean, who inhabits it and what our relationship is with it :) Our centre tadpoles have 
been  so amazing! We have loved observing their life cycle up close and have even released  some into a more natu-
ral habitat when they are fully grown. We LOVE our tadpoles : ) We also held a very special ‘Little Heart Day’ in 
March. This was to raise awareness of and to fundraise for tamariki who need heart surgery in NZ :)  Our EOTC ex-
cursions  re-started in March :) We have had  wonderful trips to both Whenuakite School and Pukaki, Cooks Beach. 
We can’t wait for more of these experiences in April !!  



 

 

 

Mana aotūroa/ Exploration 

Tamariki learn through active exploration of all aspects of their 

environment every day. Here at Whenuakite Country Kids we 

make sure there is a range of activies and experiences on offer 

which support tamariki to see themselves as the amazing 

critical thinkers, problem solvers and explorers they are. This 

could be through providing sensory materials, opportunities for 

physical challenges, learning from someone more experienced 

or just simply allowing the time and space for tamariki to be 

curious and to develop their own working theories. Exploration 

is a big part of our everyday practice! We hope that our centre 

environment can help tamariki to “see themselves as 

explorers, able to connect with and care for their own and 

wider worlds” (Te Whariki, 2017, p.46). 



 

 

POLICIES UNDER REVIEW: 
Below is a list of current policies under review at the centre. These 
can also be found in the ‘Policies under review’ folder in the 
whānau bookshelf at reception. We value your contribution so 
please take the time to read through these policies and share any 
ideas and suggestions with us x 

 

*GMA5 Philosophy Statement *C5 Bicultural Policy  

*C6 Culture*GMA7A Safety checking  * HS26A Avoiding Dis-
ease Transmission COVID-19 Protection Framework  

*HS7 Appendix 8, Power Cut. 

 

Community Contributions :) 

Check out all of the awesome contributions which our Community have made 
to WCK this month :) We really apprecitae the generous Support which our 
Community based centre receives.  

Ngā mihi nui mo te tautoko me te aroha,  

a BIG thank you for all of your Support and love x   



 

 

Haere rā e hoa, Farewell our freind! 

Nau mai haere mai, Welcome!  



 

 

Our annual WCK Chicken Dance fundraiser was held in the centre on Rāmere, 
Friday the 1st of April after being postponed twice due to covid-19. Ngā mihi, thank 
you for embracing the changed format and location for this annual fundraising 
event :) We had an exciting morning with ngā tamariki and the chickens, as we 
waited to see who had won a prize!... A special thank you to all our families who 
sold SO many cards. Your fundraising efforts go directly to supporting the best 
quality ece experience for ngā tamariki here at Country Kids. Also a big Ngā mihi 
nui to Sophie and the WCK fundraising committee for all of their mahi, to make this 
event happen. Ngā mihi to Nicky and David for the temporary fencing on the day, 
and to Rochelle and our neighbouring hens, who made the magic happen :) 

The Chicken Dance fundraiser this year raised just over $3,000.00 for our 

centre!!! :) The lucky prize winners were: 1st Prize - Toni Stacey, 2nd Prize - 

Marianne Probett, 3rd Prize - Geoff Hick, 4th Prize - Hopkins whānau :) 

Spot prizes - Stacey Semmens, Vanessa Dunn, Bonnie Cooper & Jazz Lockhart!  

Ngā mihi, Thank you very much to our very kind and generous sponsors: 
Mercury Ridge 

https://www.mercuryridge.co.nz/ 

The Church Accomodation 

https://thechurchhahei.co.nz/# 

Cathedral Cove Jet 

https://www.cathedralcovejet.co.nz 

My Food Bag 

https://www.myfoodbag.co.nz/ 

Harry and Her 

https://www.harryandher.co.nz 

 

WCK Fundraising  

Arohanui, love from us all at Whenuakite Country Kids xx 

https://www.mercuryridge.co.nz/
https://thechurchhahei.co.nz/#
https://www.cathedralcovejet.co.nz/
https://www.myfoodbag.co.nz/

