
 
 
  
 

   Paenga-Whāwhā, April 2022 
Kia ora e te whānau, 

 

During this month we have had the first of the School 
holidays, two long weekends (Easter and Anzac day) 
and low numbers of attendance in the centre as 
tamariki, whānau and staff have been coping with the 
covid-19 outbreak. It has been a busy and challenging 
time to navigate. We have continued to focus on 
supporting the health and well-being of ngā tamariki, 
whānau and staff here in the centre. We have made the 
most of our low numbers, we even took the entire Kererū 
room on our regular EOTC excursion to Pukaki, Cooks 
Beach one day! April has been a lovely month for 
tamariki to settle and enjoy moments of one-on-one 
time with Kaiako, and small group experiences.  

We have also enjoyed watching the persimmons begin 
to ripen, and listening to the ataahua, beautiful birdsong 
of the resident Tūī feasting on the ripe fruit ��� 

Centre Celebrations: 

Rā whānau kia koe, Happy Birthday to the 
following tamariki who celebrated their 
birthdays in Paenga-Whāwhā, April: A BIG 
Happy 5th Birthday to Sophie Jack, Sparrow 
Sheriff and Mariah Baroro, Happy 4th  
Birthday to Brodie Hopkins and very Happy 
Birthday’s to our two awesome Kaiako Hope 
and Crystal! ��� 

 
In April, we said Haere rā e hoa, farewell to our friends Sophie, 
Sparrow and Mariah who have all begun their transition into 
room one at Whenuakite Kura, School ��� 

 
Nau mai haere mai, A very warm welcome to our new friends 
and their whānau who have started in the Tūī ruma; Zinzan 
McLaren and Murieann McKinnon. It is lovey to have you here 
and we look forward to walking alongside you both 
throughout your learning journey. Welcome to the 

Whenuakite Country Kids Whānau!  🤍🤍 
 
   

      Important reminders: 
Covid-19 update: 

We are currently operating in the Orange setting of the 
Covid-19 Protection Framework. A number of tamariki and 
whānau have now recovered from covid-19, but we still have a 
number of tamariki and whānau who have not yet contracted 
covid-19, including the majority of our staff!   

Although it is no longer a requirement for parents and whānau  
to wear a face mask when entering the centre, it is 
encouraged, and with the current number of people who have 
not yet caught covid-19, we do ask that you please continue 

to wear a face mask during drop off and pick up times ���� If 
you have any queries about this, please come and talk to us. 
Thank you for your patience and kindness throughout :) 

     WCK Working Bee!  

Our famous, annual working bee is happening!  Friday the 13th 
of May! Come and join us for some fun as we tidy our 

entranceway and enjoy a sausage sizzle together ���� Nau mai 
haere mai, all welcome! Please see Jazz or Anna for the list of 

jobs to do ���� We look forward to seeing you then!  

     ————–——————— 
        Ngahuru, Autumn! 

Please make sure your child has enough suitable, spare 
clothing in their bag each day. It can be a few degrees cooler 
in the mornings at Whenuakite, and the weather can be quite 

changeable! ��� ����� ������� ��  We also LOVE to jump in as many 

wet, muddy puddles as we can find! ���� 

————–——————— 

MoE Teacher Only Day Monday, 30th May: 

The Ministry of Education has granted ECE centres a 
funded closure day so we can bring our team together      
to recalibrate and plan ahead throughout the covid-19 
outbreak. We appreciate that it is short notice, 
however centre’s must use this day before the 31st of 
May 2022. WCK will be closed on Monday the 30th of 
May. If you  have any questions, please ask. 

Upcoming Centre Closure Dates: 
                      MoE TOD Monday the 30th of May. 

                     Queen’s Birthday, Monday the 6th June. 

Matariki, Friday the 24th June. 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We continue to experience the covid-19 outbreak in our centre. Just over half of our centre tamariki 
and whānau have now recovered from covid-19. Which means that we still have a number of tamariki, 
whānau and the majority of our staff who have not contracted covid-19. We know that covid-19 has 
caused many disruptions to all of our daily lives, and we are all very much looking forward to more 
settled times ahead. Here in the centre, we continue to maintain procedures to mitigate the risk of 
covid-19 spreading, and we continue to plan for our centre’s responses going forward. We will 
continue to send out communications to you all each time there has been a positive case within 
the centre. You will notice that there have been fewer cases reported to you lately, this is in part due to 
people having covid-19 away from the centre during the school holidays, and people doing the right thing, 
staying at home and testing if they are unwell. Ngā mihi, thank you!  

Covid-19 is still affecting people in our communities, and with cooler weather approaching, we predict an 
increase in winter illnesses also. We will be monitoring our centre’s response to the ongoing covid-19 

outbreak closely over the coming months. ���� Please continue to let us know if you or your children 
test positive for covid-19. And, thank you for the support and kindness that you have shown 
to the centre throughout this outbreak ��� 

 
 

 
Internal evaluation (IE) is an integral part of our centre’s curriculum planning and practices. 
Evaluation is the engine that drives improvement and innovation. It assists us to evaluate the 
quality of our curriculum to ensure equity and improved outcomes for all learners. Staff have 
been discussing and planning our centre’s IE at regular staff hui, and we have decided on a 
question to lead our centre’s Strategic Internal Evaluation for 2022; 
 

‘How can we effectively involve whānau  
in our planning and assessment?’ 

 
Staff have started the IE process by having conversations and gathering data from parents 
and whānau about what aspirations you have for your children. They can be big, small or 
anything in-between! Please take the time to share these with us. We are really looking forward 
to understanding ngā tamariki better through these aspirations and working in collaboration 
with you to develop learning goals for each individual child 😊😊 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

  
  

 

We support the decisions of all parents and whānau when choosing to send their child to school or to 
home school. Starting out on the transition to school journey with your child can be daunting, but we are 

here to help you through the process 😊😊  

The beginning of your child’s learning journey to Kura, School is not just about knowing your abc’s and 
123’s these days! Here at Country Kids we invest in supporting tamariki to also develop their self-
confidence, social and self-management skills in order to begin a successful transition to school. 

Our centre has strong links with Whenuakite School, but we also have tamariki who have gone to 
Coroglen School, Mercury Bay Area School, Tairua School and Hikuai School.  

With Whenuakite School being just a walk across the road, we often join them for sporting, cultural and 
special events. We also have a long established, fortnightly visit for our eldest tamariki in the new entrant 
class, Room One, at Whenuakite School. These start during the term in which a child will be starting at 

school. These connections provide ngā tamariki with opportunities to experience what it is like in a larger 
school environment, prior to their formal, family school visits.  

WCK has also taken tamariki on school visits to other new entrant classrooms at the local school they will 
be attending in the surrounding areas. These visits are a great learning experience, where strong 

connections are made between our ECE Kaiako and the Primary School. Getting to meet your new 
teacher and friends in the classroom that you will be joining, learning about the routines and rituals of the 
school and knowing where things are can all help tamariki to feel comfortable and confident when they 

begin school.  

Learning is a journey undertaken at each person’s pace. We support the individual needs of tamariki in 
developing school readiness skills. Transition to school, can happen anytime from your child’s 5th – 6th 

Birthday. (Tamariki can only remain in ECE up to their 6th Birthday). Parent’s and whānau have to contact 
their local school to enrol their child. This will include some admin prior to your child’s start date. We also 

need to know the date that your child will be leaving the centre 2 weeks in advance.   

If you have any questions or queries about your child starting school. please ask us. We also have a 
selection of information on the local Schools in our area located in the whānau bookshelf in the foyer. 

Please help yourself to these 😊😊 

 

 

“Learning is a journey that begins before birth and continues throughout life. Each part of the Education 
system has a responsibility for supporting children (and the adults they become) on this lifelong journey 
of exploration. Kaiako and new entrant teachers support children by affirming their identity and culture, 

connecting with and building on their funds of knowledge ” (Te Whariki, 2017, p.51). 



 
 

  

With attendance being low at the end of Term 1, we were able to take all of the Kererū ruma tamariki on 
our regular excursion to Pukaki, Cooks Beach! It was very exciting to take a mixed age group, and our 
4year old tamariki really stepped up into leadership roles on the excursion ☺ It was SUCH an ataahua day!  
 
Research shows us there are many benefits to connecting our tamariki with nature. It can support multiple 

developmental domains including intellectual, emotional, social, spiritual and physical. The philosophy 
behind our regular EOTC excursions is around child led play in nature, with nature and through nature. This 

means that children choose what they want to do and how they want to do it. The main focus is about 
learning from  the natural environment and exploring it at their own pace, all the while strengthening our 

connections to this place ���� 

EOTC to Pukaki, Cooks Beach 



 
 

POLICIES UNDER REVIEW: 
Below is a list of current policies under review at the centre. These 
can also be found in the ‘Policies under review’ folder in the 
whānau bookshelf at reception. We value your contribution so 
please take the time to read through these policies and share any 
ideas and suggestions with us x 

 
 

*GMA5 Philosophy Statement *C5 Bicultural Policy 

*C6 Culture 

 

 

Community Contributions :) 
Check out all of the awesome contributions which our Community have made 
to WCK this month :) We really apprecitae the generous Support which our 
Community based centre receives. 

Ngā mihi nui mo te tautoko me te aroha, 
a BIG thank you for all of your Support and love x 

 
 



 

Nau mai haere mai, Welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  Haere rā e hoa, Farewell our freinds! 
 
 
 



 

WCK Fundraising 
Fundraising efforts have continued through April, with impromptu fundraising 
opportunities presented to the centre from very kind and generous people within our 
community. Ngā mihi nui to Souzie Speerstra in Hahei, who very kindly donated 
avocado’s, and to Kim and Steve Chamberlain who very kindly let us pick Feijoa’s from 
their Whenuakite orchard to sell at the Coroglen Farmers market over Easter  
 

 
 

 

April Abundance! 😊😊 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arohanui, love from us all at Whenuakite Country Kids xx 
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